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Message from the Principal 

Dear Banneker Families, 

I can’t believe that January is already gone. Blink, and you would have missed it. Can 
you believe that your kindergarteners are halfway to first grade and our fifth graders 
are halfway to middle school? It has been a great school year at Banneker and I am 
excited to share some of the wonderful things that are going on around our school. 

Camp Read-A- Lot is February 13, 2019 from 5:30-7:00pm. More info to come. 

February 21, 2019—Kindergarten online pre-registration opens 

Parents will be able to submit their pre-registration and will be instructed to contact the 
school to schedule their face to face registration appointments starting March 20, 2019. 
No elementary registrations or appointments will be “accepted” before March 20. 

March 20, 2019—KG registration kick-off day. 

 

PBIS Updates 

Fantastic start to 2019! We have earned more than 200 Broncos in January. 
Congratulations to Mrs. Hendershot’s class for winning the class-wide pajama day. 
Keep earning Broncos in February for respecting self, respecting others, and respecting 
property. 

Valentine’s Day Message: 

In keeping with current practices designed to protect the health and safety of all 
children, elementary students in Loudoun County Public Schools are not permitted to 
distribute candy or other food items to classmates. As Valentine’s Day approaches, it is 
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important for parents to understand that candy brought to school by students, 
including candy attached to Valentine’s Day cards, will be returned to the parent. 
Children are permitted to share Valentine's Day cards with each other, but they cannot 
give out candy. 

Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

During the period from February 1st through February 25th, second grade students in 
Loudoun County Public Schools will take the online Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT), 
Form 7, Level 8. The CogAT measures general and specific cognitive skills that allow a 
student to learn new tasks or solve problems in the absence of direct instruction. 
Students’ reasoning abilities are measured by three different batteries, or groups of test 
items:  the Verbal Battery, the Quantitative Battery, and the Non-Verbal Battery. Each 
battery is comprised of three subtests. Students will complete all nine subtests, three per 
day, on consecutive school days. The daily test administration period is untimed, 
however each day’s administration period should not exceed 90 minutes. 

Because students cannot prepare for the CogAT, they will have the opportunity to 
become familiar with test items through practice activities.  Students will become 
familiar with the online testing environment via practice questions administered before 
the first subtest.  

Score reports will be sent home to parents/guardians with the 3rd quarter report card. 

On-time Arrival to School and Attendance 

Thank you for all of your efforts with on-time arrival. I will be sending out attendance 
letters again the week of February 11th. As a general rule of thumb a letter will go home 
if a student has missed 10 days, 10 percent of school, or 5 days which are considered 
unexcused. These are considered excessive absences. Excessive absences and tardies 
will be handed over to the attendance officer if no improvement has been made. If 
you have questions about our attendance policy, please see school board policy- 
Section 8-17 

Spelling Bee Winner 

Congratulations to all of our Spelling Bee contestants. We are so proud of our 5th 
graders. Amelia Haws was the 2019 Spelling Bee champion and Jo Myzk will serve as 
this year’s alternate. 

School Climate Surveys 

School communities are tasked with ensuring that their school climate is conducive to 
effective teaching and optimal student learning.  A positive school climate may be 

 

  
 



 
  

 
defined as a safe and supportive environment that reflects a commitment to meeting 
and developing the academic, social, and emotional needs of every student. School 
climate data can be used by schools and divisions to monitor and improve school 
climate across four areas: nurturing school engagement, developing caring 
relationships, reaching towards high expectations, and fostering safety. Your fourth and 
fifth grade child will be given the opportunity to take the school climate survey during 
the three week period of February 11- March 1. Please see additional information on 
the VDOE’s website. http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/school-climate/index.shtml  

Regards, 

Robert L. Carter, Principal 

In the Library  
by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org  

On January 28th, the 2019 Caldecott Medal and Honor book winners 
were announced.   To celebrate this occasion we have been talking all 
about what the Caldecott Medal is, reading some past winners and 
voting on books that we think might think win this year.  The students 
have done a great job making observations about the illustrations in 
books and noticing how they can enhance the story.  We took some 

guesses at what book might win this year and we actually predicted the winner and 
one of the honor winners as well!   Here is a list of the award recipients: 

Caldecott winner: 

“Hello Lighthouse,” illustrated and written by Sophie Blackall is the 2019 Caldecott                       
Medal winner. The book was published by Little, Brown and Company, a division of                           
Hachette Book Group, Inc.  

Four Caldecott Honor Books also were named: 

“Alma and How She Got Her Name,” illustrated and written by Juana Martinez-Neal  

“A Big Mooncake for Little Star,” illustrated and written by Grace Lin  

“The Rough Patch,” illustrated and written by Brian Lies  

“Thank You, Omu!” illustrated and written by Oge Mora  
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If you are interested in seeing the announcement you can click here to see more 
details  about the winners. 

 

Tech in the School 
by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org   

We have had a lot of student Chromebooks come in lately 
that have been damaged.  Here is some information from 
the LCPS Handbook for the Chromebooks, found here, that 
may be helpful to keep the student Chromebooks working 
properly.   

2. TAKING CARE OF YOUR CHROMEBOOK: 
 
Students are responsible for the general care of the Chromebook they have been issued by the 
school. Chromebooks that are broken, or fail to work properly, must be taken to the designated 
Help Desk at their respective school as soon as possible in order to begin the repair process. 
Chromebooks owned by the district should not be taken to any outside computer service 
for any type of repairs or maintenance.  Students or parents should not attempt to 
complete any repairs to a Chromebook. 

2a: General Precautions 
● No food or drinks are allowed next to your Chromebook while it is in use. 
● Cords, cables, and removable storage devices must be inserted carefully into the 

Chromebook and removed carefully. 
● Never transport your Chromebook with the power cord plugged in.  
● Chromebooks must remain free of any decorations or markings that permanently change 

the appearance of the chromebook. Decorations that are easily removable and leave no 
permanent marks or residue are allowed. Vents must not be covered.  

● Chromebooks are labeled with a Loudoun County Public Schools property tag. This tag 
must not be removed or altered in any way. 

● Chromebooks should never be left in a car or any unsupervised area. 
● Students are responsible for bringing completely charged Chromebook and their AC 

adaptor for use each school day. 

2b: Carrying Chromebooks 
● Transport Chromebooks with care. 
● Students should never store a Chromebook in a backpack or carrying case while 
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plugged in. 

● Chromebook lids should always be closed and tightly secured when the Chromebook is 
being moved. 

● While the Chromebook is in a backpack or carrying case, do not place anything in the 
case or backpack that may cause damage to the Chromebook. Examples include but are 
not limited to: earbuds, pens, pencils, other school supplies. 

● Never move a Chromebook by lifting from the screen.  Always support a Chromebook 
from its base with the lid closed. 

2c: Screen Care  
● Chromebook screens are particularly sensitive to damage from excessive pressure on 

the screen. 
● The following actions may cause the Chromebook screen to become damaged:  

○ Leaning or putting pressure on the top of the Chromebook when it is closed. 
○ Storing the Chromebook with the screen in the open position or folded into tablet 

mode. 
○ Placing anything near the Chromebook that could put pressure on the screen. 
○ Poking the screen with anything that will mark or scratch the screen surface 

(regular pressure from a number 2 pencil being used as a stylus is fine). 
○ Drawing on the screen with any type of writing implement (with the exception of 

using a number 2 pencil as a stylus - this will not mark the special surface). 
○ Placing items on the keyboard before closing the lid (e.g. pens, pencils, or ear 

buds). 
Clean the screen with a soft, dry microfiber cloth or anti-static cloth. 
 

Physical Education: 
by Brad.Moss@lcps.org 

We spent last month introducing some nutrition awareness information, focusing on 
identification of foods, and  discussing “often”  and “sometimes” foods.  We are all 
different eaters, so I made sure that I didn’t say food was “bad” or “good.” We were 
identifiers and the students often discussed among each other some eating habits that 
work at their homes.  We had a fun and enlightening time exploring this unit.   

I get as excited about this time of year as some of the students when we talk about our 
hockey unit.   We are going to definitely play hockey.  Banneker hockey is a great 
team game that does have actual hockey style games played in the multipurpose 
room.  With that we are very attentive to the seriousness of stick control and fairplay. 
Our hockey unit always has a very strong lead up with respect to safety.  We talk 
extensively about high sticking; staying on one’s feet; and playing fairly.  
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Hockey is not our only unit this winter.  We will be playing team handball.  We use a lot 
of the concepts of hockey however we use a ball and our hands.  The younger grades 
have some great hockey and ball control games and skill development tasks to join 
the upper grades who  apply those skills into a games..   

The upper grades are involved each year in a team handball tournament.  This year will 
be no different.  We are looking forward to that day being the capstone of the unit.  

Interested fifth graders:   The handball tournament will be at Lovettsville Elementary 
school this year.  Go Broncos! 

Date:  Saturday, March 9th    

Time: Games start at 9:15   

Make-up date: Sat. March 16th 

 

School Counseling: 
by Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org  

Are you tired of one-word answers when you ask your child, “How was school today?” 
Talking with your child about their day at school is important, so try some of these 
conversation starters to open up a meaningful discussion. 
 
1.   What did you do at recess today?  Who did you play with? 

2.   Tell me something that made you laugh today. 

3.   What is one “sweet” (good) thing that happened today? 

4.   Tell me about one “sour” (bad) thing that happened today. 

5.   What was your favorite part of lunch? 

6.   If you could be the teacher tomorrow, what would you do? 

7.   Who is the funniest person in your class? Why do you think they are the funniest? 

8.   Who in your class do you think that you could be a little nicer to? 

9.    Tell me about something interesting that you learned at school today.  
10.  When were you the happiest today? 
11.  When were you bored today? 
12.   If you could choose, who would you sit next to at school?  Why? 
13.   What word did your teacher say the most today? 
14.   What can you do to make tomorrow a better, or even better day? 

 

ART:  
Our cluster art show at Loudoun Valley High is fast approaching.  The date for the show 
is Saturday, March 2. We will join Emerick, Lincoln, and Blue Ridge students alongside 
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Loudoun Valley art students in an afternoon celebrating the arts.  Parents of  students 
whose work will be in the show will be notified.  Look for works from all grade levels.  A 
note will be sent home the week before the show.   

We are looking forward to next Monday, February 11, when we begin sketch club. 
Students who register will stay after school until 3:45pm.  We will work on developing 
observation skills and mark making.  Sign up now so that you can reserve your students 
spot! 

 

Music:  
by Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org 
      @MrDugganMusic 

Big news from the music room! Our third graders are excited to present our musical 
Fortunately based on the book by Remi Charlip on February 27th at 5:30 PM. Students 
have added their own twist by creating pages and will even perform live music that 
includes improvisations on unpitched percussion instruments. Every student has a role to 
play, so please come support us. Fifth graders are focusing primarily on Recorder 
Karate as they work to earn belts by performing select songs. Fourth graders are also 
continuing recorder and will begin learning more notes so that they can begin 
performing more substantial songs.  After the musical, third graders will begin a folk 
dance unit where they experience a variety of movements. Second graders will 
continue to hone their ability to alternate mallets to accompany with a broken bordun 
and will have their first experience singing in two party harmony. First graders continue 
to take fundamental steps in literacy and are now reading traditional rhythmic 
notation. They will get a chance to compose short rhythms and write them in this style 
to share with their classmates. These students will also spend time playing an all-time 
favorite music game, Solami, while demonstrating a good singing voice and solfege 
hand signs. Stay warm this February!  

SEARCH 
Luanne.Nichols@lcps.org 

New Year’s Resolutions 
As we look ahead to the new year, many of us make resolutions, but be all know how 
that turns out!  What we often lack is the motivation to carry through with a hard task. 
The AIMS Foundation newsletter recently explored the work of Carol Dweck, a noted 
psychologist at Stanford University, specifically her research into motivation.  

“Psychologist Carol Dweck identifies two lenses for how people view themselves and 
others: fixed mindset and growth mindset. In a fixed mindset, people believe they are 
born with fixed intelligence. They tend to avoid challenges because failure threatens 
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their perception of how smart they are. Those with a growth mindset believe that 
intelligence is furthered through effort. Failure is an opportunity to learn and is even 
necessary for success.” 

The article reviews Dweck’s work with fifth graders who were given standardized tests 
(http://blog.aimsedu.org/2013/09/02/looking-at-growth-mindsets-in-teaching/). 
Students praised for their effort rather than their intelligence consistently select harder 
tasks for themselves, push themselves harder, were are more confident in their ability to 
conquer a hard task.  Students praised for their intelligence were hesitant to pick harder 
tasks for fear they would fail and thus no longer be considered intelligent.  Dweck terms 
these two mindsets as a fixed mindset and a growth mindset.    Children (and adults) 
with a growth mindset are more likely to persevere in problem solving and, as a side 
benefit, to be happier while trying. 

What better new year’s resolution could there be than to help our students pursue a 
growth mindset, a mindset which will help with motivation and promote successful 
mental and personality development! 

EL News 
by: Sharon.Livesay@lcps.org 

“Writing without reading is like seesawing alone.”     Ralph Fletcher 

 

Writing is such a valuable tool in communication. We write all the time, both manually                             
and digitally.   

I recently participated in a writing activity in Mrs. Brissing’s class. Using a sheet of paper                               
with a “heart map” on it, students were writing about things they love in the spaces                               
provided. The “heart map” will be an ongoing tool for the students to pull ideas from to                                 
write about.   

This is a great activity to use with your family at home. You can generate ideas                               
independently or together and write about the ideas in a journal and share. Some                           
helpful ideas include: 
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*Things I like/love to do in my free time 

*People I care about 

*Places I have visited 

*Special moments/memories 

Please find a copy of the “heart map” at the end of this newsletter.  Enjoy! 

 

PTO Corner 

The PTO has had a fantastic time over the past month welcoming Banneker families to 
the many exciting events that we were able to host thanks to the help of our awesome 
Banneker volunteers:  International Night, King Street Oyster Bar Social, and the Family 
Fun Fair!  It’s always a treat to see students, parents, and teachers enjoying spending 
time with one another, and we sincerely hope that everyone had a good time getting 
to know the Banneker community a bit better. 

In collaboration with our very own Mrs. Beach, the PTO will be offering after school art 
classes on Mondays beginning February 11th.  Registration forms can be found at 
bannekerpto.com and will be going home today.  Space is limited, so please return 
your registration form as soon as possible.  

Is it too soon to start thinking about the spring?  Well, the days are getting longer and 
the sun is higher in the sky, and the PTO has decided to chase away the winter blues 
with a Strawberry Sale!  Flyers will be going home with your students soon and families 
will be able to sell strawberries to friends and neighbors from February 6th – 13th.  Your 
fresh strawberry orders will be ready to be picked-up at the end of February/beginning 
of March.   

As we continue to look forward to spring, the PTO will be hosting a Fine Arts Night at 
Banneker on April 30th.  This evening will showcase the many creative talents of our 
Banneker students and will include an Art Show and the very popular Talent Show. 
More information on the Talent Show and practice times will be going home in March, 
but in the meantime, have your students gather their friends to have a little fun and 
start practicing their talent!   

Finally, our next PTO meeting is Wednesday, February 13th at 9:30AM at Banneker – we 
welcome everyone and we hope to see you there! 

Your PTO 

More information is available at: bannekerpto.com 

If you have any questions, please contact us at:  

bannekerpto@yahoo.com 

 

  
 



 
  

 
 

 

 

  
 


